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Letters to the editorOur Answer to the Question
I must write to commend you for your
forthright, cogent, and restrained editorial
about the American flag in the Brethren in
Christ sanctuary [October 10].
I feel that your editorial is one answer to
the Pilgrimage Pageant's question, "Who
are the Brethren in Christ?" - we are
people who refuse to confuse patriotism
and worship.
Maybe it would be a good feature in
coming issues to print other answers to
that important question.
Dwight Paine
Grantham, PA

Appreciate Stance
would like to take this opportunity to
w.nment on your editorial [October 10]
comr
concerning the United States flag in the
church auditorium. I have never made an
issue of it, but from time to time I have
noticed my own feelings of alienation
caused by the flag in a church. I am a
citizen of Canada but a permanent resident
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of the United States. I expect certain
aspects of alienation because of that status,
but I don't see the need for this to be
symbolized by a flag in the church. I'm
glad for your thoughts on the subject and I
appreciate this stance.
Eldon J. Sheffer
Ashland. Ohio
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1 started several times to write to you
and to try to express my feelings of heartache after reading your recent editorial
"On the Worship or God" [October 10].
It is quite evident that the American flag
means something different for you than it
does for me.
As a nonresistant. 1 have been privileged
to enjoy a Christian status and service
channel under the National Colors, that no
other country on earth offers its Citizens—except possibly Canada.
I confess I am not a pacifist. To me it is
not the spirit of Christ to utter defiance to
the rulers of our land whom Jesus taught
us to respect. But it is my duty to pray for
them, and "be subject for conscience
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From the Editor
Some issues of the Visitor are "heavier" than others,
with articles that lean towards ideas rather than persons.
This issue may seem to be slanted to the idea side and thus
seem "heavy."
The two lead articles are rooted in Scripture and deserve
our reading and may well prompt discussions at the
congregational level. You may wish to delay discussion or
judgment on "Church Discipline" until the concluding
part appears in the December 10 issue.
The editor has an exchange subscription with Good
Words, the official paper for the Brethren in Christ Church
in Rhodesia. Even though I can read only a part of the
paper I am impressed with it.
Of special interest is a news letter which always
accompanies my copy. Let me share two items from this
news sheet.
We are all aware of the unrest in Rhodesia and to a
lesser extent aware of the effect this has had on the people
and the church. One of the interesting facets of this unrest
is a market increase in the sale of Bibles. The news items
stated that "Mr. Hock [Elwyn Hock, Manager, Matopo
Book Store] reports that more Bibles are being sold than
we are able to replace in all our shops." Mr. Edmund
Nkala, manager of the Bookstore at Gwanda, reports that
although sales of educational materials are down because
of the closing of schools, the increased sales of Bibles and
Bible study materials make up for these losses in sales.
The PEN Rhodesia Centre 1978 Kingstons Literary
awards have been announced. The Ndebele Award went to
Mrs. Barbara Nkala. Mrs. Nkala is the author of the
serial story which appears in Good Words. Our congratulations to the editor and staff of Good Words for
including a writer of this quality among the contributors.
Congratulations as well to Mrs. Nkala.
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This is the time of year when finance committees
prepare congregational budgets, church boards recommend them, and congregational councils approve them.
Each of these steps in the preparation of congregational
budgets needs to be an act of faith and an expression of
brotherhood.
Let me suggest four factors in budget building:
Inflation: Inflation has almost become a way of life.
Until there is a way found to control it, inflation must be
taken into account in our budget building. Basically this
means that unless our new budgets reflect an increase
equal to inflation we are actually giving less than the
previous year.
There are elements of a budget which will automatically
reflect inflation—utilities, maintenance, insurance. We
need to be concerned about those elements in the budget
which are more nearly under our discretion—salaries and
denominational ministries. These need to be reviewed in
light of inflationary trends.
Vision: The preparation of a congregational budget may
be a very routine task and its approval routine as well. Or
it may be an exciting moment in the life of a congregation
not unlike a spiritual experience.
Budgets must be more than last year's budget or last
year's giving plus an inflation factor. The ministry opportunities of the local congregation, the budgets approved at
the General Conference, and the awareness of world-wide
needs and opportunities must become a part of budget
building.
If the budget is a "comfortable" one it is unworthy of
those who make much of faith and mission and
evangelism. A budget should be "beyond our ability" in
order that faith and sacrifice are integral ingredients of it.
Priorities: One of the more demanding tasks of budget
building is the manner in which funds are allocated. What
share of our budget is devoted to the local program? How
much goes to General Conference ministries and how is it
allocated among the several agencies?
A congregation is free to determine the amount of its
budget which goes to General Conference ministries. This
freedom must be exercised within the context of
brotherhood. General Conference meets and reviews
programs and approves budgets—sometimes with a degree
of enthusiasm and unanimity. This approval carries with it
the responsibility to support the decision when congregational budgets are built, approved, and met.
The 1979 budget, as approved by the General
Conference, calls for $1,217,000 for the operational
budgets of General Conference ministries. Using giving
growth patterns of most recent years to determine our
total giving for 1979, we will need to allocate between
fifteen and sixteen percent to the operational budget of the
General Conference ministries (In 1977 the percentage
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given to these ministries was slightly less than fourteen
percent.)
It would be a proper exercise for each congregation to
determine the amount of its budget which is going to
General Conference ministries and if it is less than fifteen
percent to look again at this part of the budget and, as
well, the total amount of the budget.
Another way would be to determine the per member
giving required to support the action of General
Conference. If 1978 church membership growth compares
to recent years we could expect our membership at the end
of this year to be around 14,700. This would call for a permembership giving for General Conference ministries of
approximately $85.00. Using this method, a congregation
of 50 members should have approximately $4250 in that
portion of the budget identified for General Conference
operational ministries—Missions, Benevolence, Board of
Christian Education. Messiah College, Niagara Christian
College, Ministerial Training and Men's Fellowship.
These calculations would need further refinement to see
that each agency receives its fair and needed share. Church
agencies are not unlike the members of the body—some
are smaller and less noticed. But these smaller and less
noticed are vital to the health of the body. When their
budgets are not met the whole body suffers.
I know that percentages and per member "quotas" are
not 100% equitable. Some find it difficult to carry their
share based on these methods. Others need to carry much
more (Dr. Andrew Blackwood, one of my seminary
professors, held up 50 percent as the goal for noncongregational giving).
The fact remains that each congregation—whether its
membership is ten or in the hundreds—must do real heart
searching to determine if it needs to exercise more faith
and brotherhood when it comes to the denominational part
of the budget.
Sacrifice: Budgets for General Conference ministries are
not raised by passing resolutions at General Conference.
Nor are these budgets met by placing figures on a
columnar pad or applying percentages. These budgets are
met as congregational budgets are prepared in faith and
supported by sacrifice.
Writing editorials, as the approval of budgets, is
relatively easy. The more difficult part is for me to increase
my giving by one or two or more percent of my income in
1979. If this would become our giving pattern for 1979,
local and denominational programs would be funded. If
we expect the other person to do it, the promises made at
General Conference will not be kept.
Let us build our budgets so that the question raised
again and again during the historical pageant "Who are
these Brethren in Christ?" may find an answer. "They are
faithful stewards of both the grace and blessings of God."

"But if any one has the world's
goods and sees his brother in need,
yet closes his heart against him, how
does God's love abide in him?"
I John

3:17

Why the Stigma on Benevolence?
LeRoy B. Walters

" W e have reached a ripe old age
and the world is not prepared for our
coming."
This rather startling statement was
made by a resident of Messiah Village
in his mid-eighties, who is very alert
and discerning.
Much admonition has been given to
the aging members in our society and
church. They have been given eight
easy ways to grow old gracefully.
Books and pamphlets have been
written on retirement. Politicians have
sought favorable legislation for senior
citizens—some out of a sincere desire
to be helpful and some to obtain a few
more votes. Medical science is constantly attempting to prolong life.
Someone has aptly said, " W e have
learned how to add years to life but
have failed to add life to years."
It is high time for the Brethren in
Christ to take a closer look at the real
plight of her aging members. Part of
the d i l e m m a is caused by their
growing numbers in a youth-oriented
society. Where do they fit in? If they
are active and productive they are
c r o w d i n g the l a b o r m a r k e t and
depriving a younger person a fair
chance to achieve. If they retire and
"take it easy," they are likely to be
regarded as a parasite either by society
or their own self-judgment.
There are also stubborn economic
factors. The hard-earned dollars they
The writer serves as chaplain of the Messiah
Village and pastor of the congregation which is
developing there.
T h e Brethren in Christ have two retirement
facilities: Messiah Village near Mechanicsburg,
PA, has retirement living facilites as well as
nursing care. Upland Manor, Upland. CA, is a
retirement living facility under the administration of the Pacific Regional Conference.
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saved through Social Security or in
private investments only go about half
as far in their purchasing power as
they did when earned. The spiral of
inflation keeps on going upward.
Some of the most pathetic individuals
are our older members whose financial
resources are rapidly depleting. They
are sometimes informed by a relative
or by someone with the power-ofattorney that by a certain time their
funds will be depleted. This information is given to them at a time in life
when they can do little or nothing
about it. The rapid increase of healthcare costs and the growing probability
of their need during the aging process
put the residents in a financial bind
that is hard to bear. Older people have
personal problems, too. Dr. Clyde
Narramore, in a recent T.V. interview,
lists them as follows:
Feeling of aloneness.
Feeling of uselessness.
Concern about finances.
Problems of failing health.
Prospect of death.
I would add a sixth. There is often a
feeling of uncertainty about their
relationship with God and anguish
over their sins. These problems plague
older people whether they are institutionalized or not.
Many of these problems come to
our senior citizens at a time in life
when they are grieving over the loss of
a spouse, when many of their friends
and peers have left them, when their
physical processes have slowed down,
and when they are living in retirement
and have much time to think. At this
time they are often called upon to
make major adjustments.

What can the church do? The

church can provide
comfortable
housing. This, the Brethren In Christ
have endeavored to do since the turn
of the century. This is probably the
most tangible and the easiest response
to the needs of our aging members.
Our present facilities are convenient,
comfortable, and attractive.
Our senior citizens need loving care.
They need love. We can provide ultramodern facilities but if loving care is
lacking our efforts are as an empty
shell. Older people have the right to be
understood. They are human beings
and t h e i r p e r s o n h o o d m u s t be
respected. It is not always easy to
understand them and be sympathetic
with them with their biological and
psychological problems. Most of us at
some period in our lives were not very
lovable.
We need to offer them spiritual
encouragement.
Most of them are
beyond "fleshly lusts which war
against the soul." But there are other
severe temptations. There is the temptation to grieve over forgiven sins of
the past. The temptation to indulge in
self pity is often real and severe. The
deep-down feeling that they are unwanted by the children for whom they
sacrificed much is a subtle temptation—the feeling that they have been
" d u m p e d " in an institution by their
loved ones.
In a very real sense the church is just
as responsible for the spiritual nurture
and encouragement of her members at
this end of the spectrum as she is for
the babes in Christ.
The New Testament church was
called upon to render
financial
assistance to her members as needs
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arose. W H O P U T T H E S T I G M A
O N B E N E V O L E N C E ? The disposition to do good, to be helpful, to care,
and to share is at the very heart of the
gospel. Jesus went about doing good.
"It is more blessed to give than to
receive." Benevolence does not create
first-and second-class church members.
The donor is in the same class as the
recipient. The question, " A m I my
brother's keeper" was not divinely
inspired. It came from Satan. The
Bible does not say, "Blessed are the
aging for social security will take care
of them." It does say, "Distributing to the necessity of the saints."
Benevolence in the early church was
not just something about which they

talked. When the "poor saints" had
need in Jerusalem (Rom. 15:26) the
churches of Macedonia and Achaia
begged Paul to take offerings to them.
They did not regard benevolence as a
duty or obligation. They regarded it as
a privilege. The political and economic
systems plus unfavorable weather conditions had m a d e their situation
almost unbearable. They were
"saints" and they were "poor," but
they were no less saints than their
benefactors.
Today, in spite of all of our retirement plans, insurances and other types
of security, there are saints, who
through no fault of their own, are
poor. They have a right to look to

their brothers and sisters for help
without a feeling of disgrace or a loss
of self respect.
We must continue to look for ways
and means of assisting those who have
spent a lifetime in service for Christ
and the c h u r c h . T h e B o a r d of
Benevolence is the agency of the
Brethren in Christ Church that is
assigned to this biblical task. The
church is no more benevolent than its
constituency. Let us not rationalize
away o u r responsibility to o u r
brothers and sisters in Christ. Let us
again read I John 3:17 and cheerfully
and liberally support them. It is both
biblical and spiritual to be benevolent.

Church Discipline
Gene B. Chase
And if your brother sins, go
and reprove him in private; if he
listens to you, you have won your
brother. But if he does not listen
to you, take one or two more
with you, so that by the mouth of
two or three witnesses every fact
may be confirmed.
And if he refuses to listen to
them, tell it to the church and if
he refuses to listen even to the
church, let him be to you as a
Gentile and a tax-gatherer. Truly
I say to you, whatever you shall
bind on earth shall have been
bound in heaven; and whatever
you loose on earth shall have
been loosed in heaven.
Again I say to you, that if two
of you agree on earth about
anything that they may ask, it
shall be done for them by My
The writer is Assistant Professor of
Mathematics at Messiah College and a member
of the Grantham congregation where he presently serves as Secretary of the Church Board.
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Father who is in heaven. For
where two or three have gathered
together in my name, there I am
in their midst.
Then Peter came and said to
Him, "Lord, how often shall my
brother sin against me and I
forgive him? U p to seven times?"
Jesus said to him, "1 do not
say to you, up to seven times, but
up to seventy times seven."

The church is not an afterthought in
God's plan, but part of the mystery
that God had in mind all along: Paul
tells the church at Ephesus, " T h e
manifold wisdom of God (is) now
made known through the church . . . in
accordance with the eternal purpose
which He carried out in Christ Jesus
our Lord.'" The church is Christ's
body, so a high view of the church is
not optional for Christians. Our society is highly individualistic; as a result
we Christians sometimes take the

same attitude of individualism: The
Christian life is just "Jesus and me."
That's wrong. That's being squeezed
into the world's mold. The result can
only be a low view of the church.
Jesus only referred to the church
twice in his ministry—in Matthew 16,
where He says, "I will build my
church," and in the passage above
about church discipline. Thus on the
authority of our Lord Himself church
discipline must be seen as a central
part of church life, not a minor or
optional ingredient. For the
Reformers as well, one of the marks of
the church was discipline rightly administered.
But there is a danger—a grave
danger—because the phrase "church
discipline" conjures up in our minds
the inquisitions of Spain, or the witch
hunts of Puritan New England. Not
even the term "excommunication" is
appropriate any more, for the word
to page six
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Church Discipline
from page five

"communication" has changed its
meaning. It used to mean participation or fellowship but now it means
talking together or conversation.
Church discipline, as we shall see, is
certainly not cutting off lines of communication. What then is church discipline? The question is a very, very
hard one. In looking for the answer,
only broken men need apply.
W h o is responsible for church discipline? In Matthew 18, Jesus says
simply "If a brother sin. . . ." I believe
that you and I are responsible for
church discipline, not the deacons
only, and not the pastors only.
Therefore I would like to give several
scriptural principles for church discipline.
Consider Yourself
Consider yourself first. In the very
act of obeying Jesus by going to a
brother who has sinned, we can sin
worse than our brother by going with a
wrong attitude.
Are you judging? Romans 14:13
says, "Let us not judge one another
any more, but rather determine
this—not to put an obstacle or a
stumbling block in a brother's way."
Matthew 7:5 says that we will be
judged by the same standard by which
we judge, so it is important for us to
take the log out of our own eye before
we take the tookpick out of a brother's
eye.
Have you been guilty of the same
sin that you see in your brother? We
tend to react most to those problems
in others that we are sensitive to
because they are in some measure
problems for us. If that is the case,
then we may need to ask forgiveness
first.' Paul was aware of this need for
self-examination, for he says to "look
to y o u r s e l v e s , lest y o u t o o be
tempted." If we take this seriously,
we shall have dealt with the major
objection to church discipline—the
objection that it is rarely done in a
spirit of love and humility.
As you consider yourself, consider
your attitude. Have you cried about
the matter? The church in Corinth
became arrogant instead of sorrowful
for an immoral brother." Have you
born your brother's sin as a burden?
4
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W e a r e to " b e a r one a n o t h e r ' s
burdens.'"' If one member of the body
of Christ suffers, all the members
should suffer with him. Sin causes
great suffering. Are you spiritual?
Those who are spiritual are to restore
a brother who has sinned. Although
Paul's description of a spiritual man is
in terms of fruit such as love, joy,
peace, and patience,'' the primary
reason that he called the Corinthian
church carnal was its divisions. We're
not to go to a brother to correct him in
an attitude of "we correct them"
—that other group in the church that
needs correction. Paul gives the
following condition for correcting a
brother: "I . . . am convinced that you
. . . are full of goodness, filled with all
knowledge, and able also to admonish
one another."
As you consider yourself, pray.
When Samuel the prophet addressed
Israel, he said " F a r be it from me that
I should sin against the Lord by
ceasing to pray for you." As you
consider yourself, consider Scripture
on the problem your brother faces.
When Paul said that we are to be filled
with all knowledge, he meant for us to
get the facts from the Word on the
matter—the Word is profitable for
reproof as well as for doctrine, correction, and instruction
in
righteousness.
I have had to go to a brother in the
way that Jesus asks on several occasions. Always I went with much
prayer and tears and brokenness. My
body's wisdom forced me to fast, since
I couldn't hold down a meal. It's not
an easy thing that Jesus is asking us to
do here.
7

8
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Go Privately in Love
Secondly, after you have considered
yourself, go in love.
;

Put on a heart of compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and
patience; bearing with one another,
and forgiving each other, whoever
has a complaint against any one;
just as the Lord forgave you, so also
should you. And beyond all these
things, put on love, which is the
perfect bond of unity. And let the
peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
to which indeed you were called in
one body."

And again,

. . . the Lord's bondservant must not
be quarrelsome, but be kind to all,
able to teach, patient when wronged,
with gentleness correcting those who
are in opposition, if perhaps God
may grant them repentance leading
to the knowledge of the truth, and
they may come to their senses and
escape from the snare of the devil,
having been held captive by him to
do his will.
P a u l w e n t to believers individually,
with w e e p i n g .
14

15

If you have considered yourself, and
gone in love and with gentleness, you
must go privately. I can see three
possible reasons for Jesus' giving that
as the first step in Matthew 18. By
going privately, you avoid waiting
until the issue is such a big one that it
is a public matter. Secondly, you
respect a principle of the "circle of
offense"—only those should be in on
the problem who are a part of the
solution, who are initially just you and
your brother. And thirdly, you must
go privately because you may be
wrong. If the facts are not as you saw
them, how sad—and how sinful—it
would be if you first told a third party.
I remember telling my friends that a
Christian lied. When I eventually told
him that I thought he lied, he was wise
not only to set me straight, but to
remind me that I had a responsibility
to go to those to whom I had borne
false witness to correct the error. It's
pretty hard, however, to gather up
again words that have been sown to
the wind.

(to be concluded in December 10 issue)
1 Matthew 18:15-22
2 Ephesians 3:10-11
3 Matthew 5:23, 24
4 Galatians 6:1
5 I Corinthians 5:1, 2
6 Galatians 6:2
7 I Corinthians 12:36
8 Galatians 6:1
9 Galatians 5:22, 23
10 Romans 15:14
1 I I Samuel 12:23
12 II Timothy 3:16
13 Colossians 3:12-15
14 II Timothy 2:24. 25
15 Acts 20:31
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Church News

MESSIAH COLLEGE
Enrollment at all t i m e
High

Enrollment at Messiah College is at an alltime high of 1,149 students, an increase of 52
over last fall. This modest gain is significant in
light of the declining college student population
at the national level.
Ron E. Long, Director of Admissions, says
that the freshman class, which includes 11
valedictorians, has 336 students and is the
largest class in Messiah College history.
The response of area adults to the Continuing Education course offerings shows a
strong increase over last year. Although the
regular classes began in September, registration
for the final fall Continuing Education class was
not completed until mid-October.
The total college enrollment includes
students from 21 states, Washington D.C., and
Letters
from page two
sake." Even Jesus paid taxes to the enemy
government. Not because he desired to
encourage killing, but because of duty.
People from almost every country on
earth would be so happy if they could trade
places with any of us who live under the
flag of America.
I'm sorry you have tarnished the pages
of our respected V I S I T O R with the distortion of the pacifist philosophy. I have been
careful to apologize for you to those of
your readers whom I know were deeply
hurt as I was.
The Brethren in Christ denomination
has been put on record in Washington as
opposed to war, and are blessed with the
benefit of abstaining from bearing arms. If
I have a heavy heart it is because some
have tarnished our good name by having
taken up arms, and accepted the benefits of
a G.I.
I feel that we are long past due for some
editorials on identifiable holiness. Perfect
love will settle the issue of "who is my
neighbor."
Elam Dohner
Clearwater, Fla.
Not as Easy as We Think
I appreciated your editorials " A Martyr's Faith" [September 25] and " O n the
W o r s h i p of G o d " [ O c t o b e r 25],
Sometimes I wonder whether it is really as
easy to be a Christian in the U.S. or
Canada as we think it is. W h a t if, for
example, we really took a clear, public
stand against the policy of deterrence and
the arms race—tne nuclear weapons, the
M X missile system and the Trident Submarine? What if, for example, we refused
to pay for all of that (in taxes)?
John K. Stoner
Akron, PA
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six foreign countries. Of the 1,149 enrolled, 860
are boarding in Grantham campus residence
halls and college-owned apartments, with the
overflow being housed in private homes.
The Philadelphia campus has 32 boarding
students this year. Long says the goal is to
increase the student population at the urban
campus to 75 in 1979. and to 100 by the fall of
1980.
The combined goal of both the Grantham
and Philadelphia campuses for the fall of 1979
is to increase the freshman class to 375
students. The long range goal for 1980 is to
enroll 400 freshmen, with the total enrollment
leveling off at 1,250.
In keeping with the projected increases,
the housing and dining room facilities at the
Philadelphia campus, located adjacent to Temple University, have been increased by the
purchase of adjacent buildings and extensive
renovations.
At the Grantham campus, construction has
begun on a new residence hall. It will have 36
one-and two-bedroom apartments on three
floors. The construction schedule calls for the
building to be ready for occupancy by the fall of
1979.
On Doctrinal Change
I have read with appreciation Curt
Byers' thoughtful article, " T h e Doctrinal
Change." in the August 10 Visitor. His
article caught the significance and the
inspiration of this Bicentennial General
Conference, which I am sure found a
responsive chord in all those who had the
privilege to attend, and that its inspiration
could also be sensed by readers who were
not there.
In dealing with "Doctrinal Change,"
Brother Byers cites two such changes, to
facilitate "an active program of outreach
and growth." One was the recommendation which "cautions against (but does not
specifically forbid) the minister officiating"
in the marriage of divorced persons.
Brother Byers feels that this is a case where
we would be "modifying doctrine to fit
persons." and he argues very convincingly
to support his view.
The other "change" which Brother
Byers mentioned is "the decision to allow
deacons and pastors who have been
divorced and remarried to serve" in these
positions. This is really not due to a
"decision" to this effect, but to the fact
that we have no actual ruling to the
contrary; although the qualifications, both
for the minister and the deacon, as given in
the recommendations to Conference, do
include "commitment to the lifelong bond
of marriage." (This seems to present an
ambiguity, since one wonders how a
divorced person could have such a commitment.)
Brother Byers feels that divorced persons should be permitted to serve in these
positions, and that this "is a proper
recognitnn of our presence in a fallen
world, and of Christ's power to forgive and
transform." Evidently he is in agreement
with the majority of the Conference body,
since the recommendations were passed,
and an amendment, which would have

Conference News
Allegheny

October 22 was observed as Rally Day at the
Air Hill Brethren in Christ Church with the
Beaver Creek Quartet furnishing the music and
Mrs. Audrey Brubaker ministering to the
children in the Sunday school hour. An "oldfashioned hymn sing" was held in the evening. •
The Antrim congregation was host to the
Board for World Missions on October 30
through November 1. A Missions Rally was held
on Tuesday night. October 31, for the Brethren
in Christ churches in Franklin County. Roy V.
Sider, recently returned from a visit to the
church in Africa, was the featured speaker. •
Rev. Andrew McNiven served as minister for
the revival meetings held at the Big Valley
Brethren in Christ Church November 2-12.
The Cedar Grove congregation sponsored a
Witness Stand at the Juniata County Fair. They
offered an assortment of Christian books and
gospel records for sale and distributed free
literature and Scripture portions. • Glen
Pierce, Secretary of Home Ministries, Brethren
in Christ Missions, was the guest speaker at the
to page ten
disqualified divorced persons, was
defeated.
Since these actions were not final, but
will r e q u i r e second a c t i o n s at next
Conference, it might not be out of order to
question the view that divorced and
remarried persons may serve in these
positions.
In accepting this view, I question
whether we are correctly applying Paul's
instructions in I Tim. 3:2 and 12, in which
a bishop (a church leader, T E V ) or
deacons were to be "the husbands of one
wife"; while those who had more than one
wife obviously were disqualified.
While the case of an individual who is
divorced and remarried would not be
identical with one who has a polygamous
marriage, I am sure we would agree that
the sin in both cases is the same—adultery.
So how can we be sure that disqualification, which a p p l i e s in the case of
polygamy, does not also apply in the case
of divorce? Adam Clarke suggests that
both situations are intended in Paul's
instructions; and Pastor Robert Ives gave
us light on this question in the Conference
discussion, when he said that in the early
church, and in the first centuries of the
church, this restriction did apply also in
the case of divorce and remarriage. May
we not be guilty here of "modifying doctrine to fit persons" or situations?
Would it not, therefore, seem a wise, as
well as a scripturally sound policy, to
require that persons in these important
positions of leadership, should be those
who, not only give verbal assent to, but
whose own lives, "in a fallen world," are
examples of "commitment to the lifelong
bond of marriage"?
In conclusion, I am happy that Brother
Byers is "highly optimistic about the
future of our denomination." I am sure we
have many more such young people; and
this helps me, as a near-octogenarian, to be
more optimistic also.
C.W. Boyer
Baltimore, M D
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Famed Masaya Market, tourist attraction where handcrafts
were purchased, lies in ruins following the bombing of the town
by government forces.

A gathering in Juigalpa on Sept. 24, where ten persons were
baptized. Juigalpa first came into the Brethren in Christ family
of names in 1977 . . . now Bert Sider is calling Juigalpa a
"mother church."

Amid Civil Disorder

Nicaragua: A Suffering Church
Bert Sider

O n o u r first S u n d a y back in
Nicaragua (Sept. 10) we were anticipating getting our churchwide activities back into full swing. As we
prepared to leave for one of our
churches near Masaya, our expectancy was shattered by a telephone call
from a member relating to us the
armed activities of the previous night.
Since then Nicaragua has been in a
civil war. A few hundred declared
Marxists supported the national work
strike (which was instituted by the
country's "capitalists") by leading
military operations to take five towns.
The uprisings would have been quickly
squelched if it had not been that the
insurgents immediately received the
popular support of the people in all
five towns in an attempt to wrench
power from Nicaragua's dictator.
Every military method available to
the army was used to overcome the
popular rebellion. When each city was
retaken by the army, " m o p u p " action
were used, which included house-tohouse searches and the immediate
execution of all "suspicious" persons.
M a n y r e p o r t s w e r e received of
The writer is superintendent of the Brethren
in Christ Missions in Nicaragua. He, with his
wife Marian, and sons. Nathan and Matthew,
recently returned to Nicaragua from a short
furlough during which they were in attendance
at the General Conference.
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penetration by the army into rebel
strongholds by the use of tanks and
groups of women and children forced
to march in front as a protective
device for soldiers. This, coupled with
the use of bombing and strafing raids
led to very high casualties. ,ln one
summation, the British Broadcasting
Corporation from London stated that
"few times has history seen an army
defend the interests of one man so
thoroughly over those of the population as in the case of Nicaragua."
Although the national strike has
ended after four weeks of pressure on
the g o v e r n m e n t , many small
merchants are bankrupt and the rest
are plagued with a decline in sales, as
the only real purchases being made
now are for food. The situation is
complex and indications are that
before things get better, they will get
worse. As sales decline, more and
more heads of families will be thrust
out of work, and Nicaragua doesn't
have unemployment insurance.
Despite the gloomy picture in the
political and economic sectors, the
church throughout Nicaragua has
been and even now is s h o w i n g
remarkable strength. United efforts to
meet the food crisis were initiated.
C E P A D , an evangelical social action
committee, responded quickly to the

problem. One million pounds of rice,
beans, oil, corn, and powdered milk
were requested and sent from United
S t a t e s o r g a n i z a t i o n s to help as
C E P A D undertakes the feeding of
countless thousands through church
and community committees.
The Brethren in Christ responded
quickly to the immediate crisis with
$5,000 from World Hunger Funds to
help purchase food for the two-week
interval before food from the United
States can arrive. This immediate
contribution on our behalf will be

Deacon Julio (left) and Pastor Juan Guitan
(right of Santa Rosa get help from Rev.
Enrique Palacios on how to form an
emergency committee in their church.

reimbursed many times over by
C E P A D as they help feed approximately 250 Brethren in Christ
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families and church people over the
c o m i n g m o n t h s until N i c a r a g u a
returns to normal.
The Nicaraguan Brethren in Christ
Church held an emergency meeting on
S u n d a y , S e p t . 17 to establish a
N a t i o n a l Emergency C o m m i t t e e ,
which in turn informed each local
church how to set up an Emergency
Task Force to respond to each community's needs. Even the pastors were
surprised to find the n u m b e r of
families without food and work in
their areas of responsibility.
In one area, the president of the
church, Rev. Enrique Palacios, related
that the deacon of his church and his
seven dependents hadn't eaten for two
days until a neighbor passed a plate of
food over the fence to them. There are
countless tragic histories, many of
which will never be revealed as the
Nicaraguan people suffer silently once
again.
For now, the churches are reporting
good attendance in spite of the curfew,
to which they are adjusting by holding
early services. A neighboring pastor
has stated, "In these days there aren't
any atheists . . . everyone calls on the
name of the Lord." To be fair to our
congregations and pastors, they certainly were enjoying good growth
before the trouble broke out. Overall,
At the International Meeting
of B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t following
G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e this s u m m e r ,
one concern expressed was that
s o m e of the y o u n g e r c h u r c h e s h a d
not h a d a clear u n d e r s t a n d i n g of
t h e C h r i s t i a n m e s s a g e to include
non-violence and non-resistant
love. T h e N i c a r a g u a n representative, E n r i q u e P a l a c i o s , s h a r e d
t h a t in N i c a r a g u a this teaching is
i n c l u d e d as p a r t of the G o s p e l
message.
our denomination is at a rather high
point as pastoral and church teams are
cooperating quite effectively.
One new church work, started in
Managua, quickly grew in a few
months to about 50 persons and rented
facilities they are using are already
being taxed to capacity on occasion.
The church at Juigalpa, a new area
of Brethren in Christ concentration,
has proved to be a stimulus to the
entire brotherhood. Its growth has
been rapid, to the extent that the fivemonth-old edifice is at times filled. In
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spite of the problems in the country,
they moved ahead and baptized ten
persons on Sunday, Sept. 24—some
from the "mother church" of Juigalpa
and others from two offspring areas.
As we talk with the Brethren in
Christ Directive Committee about
political uncertainties, many of them
are quick to emphasize that whatever
comes, the church will continue to
move ahead because the church is not
of our making; it is built on the solid
rock, Jesus.
So, again we call for the church in
all of t h e B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t
fellowships to pray for Nicaragua.
Pray for the very uncertain political
situation. Pray for the physical and
material needs of the entire country.
Pray that the church will continue to
look to its Founder and Builder for
renewed strength and vitality.
* * *
As a note, I desire to add that our
missionaries here, although uncertain
for a few days whether we should stay
or leave the country (especially since
most missionaries we know had left).

were very grateful knowing that we
had the entire brotherhood backing us
in prayer support. Also, I must thank
the Board for Missions who through
Roy Sider, our overseas secretary,
extended helpful guidelines and encouragement via telephone during the
most critical periods.
Nicaraguan Update

Word from the Board for Missions
office, Elizabethtown. Pa., states that
members of the Brethren in Christ Church
in Nicaragua have been affected by the
events there. Many have experienced loss
of work and suffer from lack of food.
Bert Sider, superintendent of the mission effort has been in touch with Wilmer
Heisey, Executive Secretary, Board for
Missions. In a telephone call, September
25, he stated that the local church
leadership has responded admirably to the
needs and suffering of the church but are in
need of funds for the purchase of food.
The Board for Missions released five
thousand dollars of the World Hunger
Fund for the purchase of food. Contact is
b e i n g m a i n t a i n e d with t h e c h u r c h
leadership in Nicaragua, it is likely that
more knowledge will reveal more need
which will call for additional assistance.

BOARD FOR MISSIONS

General Fund Statement
Quarter Ended September 30, 1978
$

(849.38)
(41,041.67)
.
30,013.37
. . 130,609.07
.$118,731.39

Canadian Balance, June 30,1978
USA Balance, June 30, 1978
Canadian Receipts
USA Receipts
Total Receipts and Balance
Disbursements
Administration
Special Services to Missionaries
Information Services
Technical Services
New Fields
Rhodesia
Zambia
India
Japan
Nicaragua
Navajo Mission
San Francisco
Bronx
Montreal Lake Children's Home
Pharr
Mission Churches
Extension Churches
Urban Ministries
Christian Service Ministries
Total Disbursements
DEFICIT BALANCE, September 30, 1978

$28,772.87
10,944.32
7,798.66
26.20
588.15
13,993.64
38,375.87
6,190.18
13,433.26
8,498,68
2,988.41
738.15
975.00
825.00
1,553.33
4,858.90
26,869.83
4,799.72
11,810.19
$184,040.36
($ 65,308.97)
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Christmas Gift
The 200th year of the Brethren in
Christ Church will soon go down in
history. During this past year the w o m e n
of t h e E l i z a b e t h t o w n c o n g r e g a t i o n
looked for a way to celebrate this anniversary a n d their heritage. Their
celebration took the form of a Bicentennial Plate.
The Elizabethtown, Women's
Fellowship took the church symbol, the
cross, the dove, the basin and towel, to
the Wilton C o m p a n y . T h e r e a mold was
designed by a Wilton artist—a collection
of Armetele plates w e r e sand cast.
This is a limited edition; the sand mold
will n o t be u s e d again. Since t h e
Elizabethtown congregation holds the
patent, the W o m e n s Fellowship felt that
those w h o share their interest in our
church's history should have the opportunity to have this plate.
Since Christmas time is n e a r — a nice
way to r e m e m b e r your loved ones would
be to give them a beautiful Armetele
Plate as a cherished reminder of their
h e r i t a g e . If y o u a r e i n t e r e s t e d in
purchasing a plate in time for Christmas
send your o r d e r s as soon as possible
because of limited supply. Cost of the
plates a r e $ 1 2 (plus 1.50 for postage and
insurance).
Questions a n d / o r orders should be
sent to:
Mrs. J o h n Eyer
W o m e n ' s Fellowship
Elizabethtown Brethren in Christ
Church
Elizabethtown, PA 17022

The pastoral family of the Dillsburg
Brethren in Christ Church—Robert and
Elaine Ritter and children, Kelly and Joey.
Rev. Ritter is the first pastor of the congregation to serve on a full-time basis.
pastor of the Carlisle Brethren in Christ
Church, served as evangelist November 5-12 at
the Montgomery Church. • Seven children
were dedicated at a service of dedication at the
Mt. Holly Springs congregation on Sunday,
October 22. • A group of residents of the
Messiah Village shared in the morning
worship service with the Mowersville congregation on Sunday, September 10. The
evening was a program of gospel music
presented by the Stewarts from Elkton, Va. •
The Messiah College Players presented
Pilgrimage, a pageant about the Brethren in
Christ, at the New Guilford Church on Sunday
evening, November 5. • The S-2 congregations
of the Allegheny Conference, held their 19th
annual Missionary Conference at the Spring
Hope Brethren in Christ Church, October 14
and 15.
Atlantic

Cedar Grove members manning Christian Witness stand at Juniata County Fair.
Fairview Avenue Church on Sunday, October
29. Ken Letner, Associate pastor of the Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church, was the
banquet speaker for the Fairview Avenue
congregation's leadership banquet on October
14. • Dr. Ernest Grosse was evangelist for a
revival effort sponsored by the Five Forks
Brethren in Christ Church. October 18-21 •
The Grantham Brethren in Christ Church has
gone to two Sunday morning worship services
to accommodate the attendance. There is early
worship service at 8:30 followed by Sunday
school and a second worship hour at 11:00.
The first service of Holy Communion to be
held at the new Messiah Village was observed
on Sunday morning, October 1, with the pastor,
LeRoy Walters officiating. • Walter Winger,
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The Elizabethtown congregation used the
documentary presentation by Francis Schaeffer
entitled. How Should We Then Live? as their
Wednesday evening study resource. Lowell
Mann and the pastor, Elbert Smith, lead the
discussion sessions which followed the film. •
The Fairland congregation was host to a joint
missionary conference participated in by the
Hummelstown, Palmyra, and the Fairland
churches. The conference was held on
Wednesday eveing. and on the following Saturday evening and Sunday morning and evening.
In addition to a number of missionaries who
were present before the conference, the missions play. For Great Is Your Reward, was
presented on Saturday evening prior to the
message. The original cast that presented the
play at General Conference presented the
drama that evening.
A 4-day revival effort. October 19-22, was
sponsored by the Holden Park Brethren in
Christ Church with John Woodhouse as the
minister. • Sunday. October 15, was missions
day at the Lancaster Church with guest
ministers. Dan Farina, pastor of Fellowship
Chapel, and George and Ethel Bundy,
pastoral family of the Mt. Pleasant congregation.
The Lancaster congregation also had an
emphasis on the home and family October 27
and 29 with the guest minister. Rev. Lane

Hostetter, a former pastor of the Lancaster
congregation. He was assisted by the pastoral
team of the Lancaster Church, Henry
Hostetter and Ken Letner. • The Manheim
congregation reports that two of their couples
observed 61st wedding anniversaries during the
month of October. Abram and Mabel Brandt
on the 14th, and Roy and Emma Brubaker on
the 17th.
The Manor congregation had a missions
emphasis on October 15-18 under the title,
"Called to Commitment." A feature of the
conference was the Monday evening home
fellowships when members of the congregation
had opportunity to meet at an informal level the
missionaries and other guests present for the
conference. The missionary drama, For Great
Is Your Reward, was presented on Wednesday
evening by a local cast. • Luke Keefer, Jr.,
a member of the faculty of Messiah College
was the evangelist for a revival effort by the
Refton Brethren in Christ Church November 512. John Eyer was the music leader.

A Children's Dedication service was held on
Sunday morning, October 1, by the Shenks
congregation at which time four children were
presented by their parents in dedication to the
Lord. The recently appointed pastor. Isaac
Kanode, conducted the dedication service. •
The Skyline View congregation sponsored a
special program, observing the 200th anniversary of the Brethren in Christ Church, on
Sunday evening, October 22. Dr. Carlton
Wittlinger, professor of History at Messiah
College and Denominational Archivist was the
speaker.
Canadian

A traditional Love Feast was observed by the
Bertie congregation on Saturday, October 29.
The speakers for the occasion were Bishop
Emeritus E. J. Swalm, and Rev. Paul Nigh.
Bishop Swalm was also the guest speaker at the
Sunday morning and Sunday evening services
following the love feast. • A forum on the
"Dangers of Alcoholism in the Church" was
held at the Ridgemount Church on Saturday,
October 21. • Eugene Heidler, pastor of the
Cedar Grove congregation in the Allegheny
Conference, was the evangelist for revival sponsored by the H o u g h t o n congregation
November 5-10.
The Merrington Church site, near
Kindersley, Sask., was the scene of a dedication
of a plaque marking the location of the first
church building in that area built by the
Brethren in Christ. The Brethren in Christ
moved into the Kindersley area in 1906 and
1907 to establish a colony. Rev. Isaac Baker
was the pastor and bishop of this group and in
to page eleven
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1910 a meetinghouse was built. Due to doctrinal
differences the church ceased its affiliation with
the Brethren in Christ and became affiliated
with the Church of the Brethren. (More details
of the Saskatchewan Church can be found in Dr.
Carlton Wittlinger's book, Quest for Piety and
Obedience, page 324.) Mrs. Eunice Baker
Fleming, daughter of Bishop Baker, unveiled
the plaque at the commemorative occasion.

Douglas Sider, pastor of the Massey

Place congregation, Saskatoon, has been informed by the International Christian Education
Association that the Massey Place Sunday
School is the fastest growing Sunday school in
the province of Saskatchewan during 1978. •
Dr. Harold Burgess, a member of the faculty of
Asbury Theological Seminary served as
evangelist for the Rosebank congregation
November 12-19.
Central

Dr. Kenneth B. Hoover was present with
the Amherst congregation on Sunday, October
29, to present a message on behalf of the
Brethren in Christ Missions with special
emphasis on world hunger and Christian
stewardship. Dr. Hoover is a former faculty
member at Messiah College and also a pastchairman of the Board for Missions. • Revival
services at the Beulah Chapel, Springfield,
Ohio, congregation were held on November 512 with Henry A. Ginder as the evangelist. •
Bill Miller from the West Milton. Ohio, was the
youth speaker at a Youth Crusade held at the
Christian Union congregation, October 7 and
8.

The Sunday morning service on October 15
at the Fairview Church, Englewood, Ohio, was
devoted to the theme of Christian marriage. A
musical, composed and arranged by Derrick
Johnson, entitled. "1 Promised to Love" was
presented by four of the Fairview couples,

Vemon and Betty Jean Martin, Vernon and
Doris Martin, Raymond and Marjorie
Niesley, and Ron and DeLaine Niesley. •

Bill Miller who has been associated in the
pastoral ministry at the Highland Church has
accepted a position with the Cape Evangelical
Bible Institute of Capetown, South Africa. He
will be serving as a lecturer for the Institute. •
Following the communion service on Sunday
morning, the Highland Church observed a
traditional Love-feast meal in the Fellowship
Hall, after which the recognition was given to
Harold and Mary Kniesly who have served
for 25 years in the office of deacon at the
Highland Church. Two hundred and forty-eight
persons were present for the fellowship dinner
and the recognition.
The baby boom at the Mooretown Brethren
in Christ is more like an explosion with three
births to families of the congregation on one
day, October 8. • The Nappanee congregation
held a couples' retreat on Sunday, November 5,
with Dana and Nelda Snyder as resource
persons. • The P h o n e t o n congregation
received three members into fellowship of the
congregation at a reception service on October
20. • Marlin and Ruth Zook, on furlough
from missionary service in Japan, and presently
serving as the interim pastoral family for the
Nappanee congregation were at the Pleasant
Hill congregation for a missionary emphasis on
Sunday, November 5. • Daniel Lenehan, a
member and deacon of the Mountain View
congregation, Colorado Springs, was a guest
minister for the Sippo Brethren in Christ
Church on Sunday morning, October 15.
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Midwest

The Bethany congregation. Thomas. Ok.,
served as host to the Hershey. Pa., Sojourners
Club which visited them on Sunday. August 20.
The Sojourners Club, composed mostly of
retired people, meets regularly for purposes of
outings and trips together. • Nine junior
members of the Rosebank Brethren in Christ
Sunday school, along with five adults, participated in a 10-mile bike-a-thon to raise money
for pews and carpeting for the church. A total of
$301 was raised in this effort. • The Zion
congregation held a Lay Witness emphasis on
Friday-Sunday, November 10-12. They entitled
this program. "Adventure in Discipleship."
Pacific

Paul Hill, pastor of the Lifeline Chapel,

San Francisco, was a recent speaker on the
prayer-time hour over radio station KEAR-FM.
• The first worship service for the new church
being planted in the Walnut-Woodside
Village area, with Sam Fisher as pastor, was
held on October 1 with 55 persons present. •
Jack Finley was installed as pastor of the
Waukena congregation on November 19.
Births

Bohn Kristian Evan, born Oct. 4, to Ken and
Sue (Pottiger) Bohr, Skyline View congregation.
Pa.
Bulgrien: Joshua Jon, bom Oct. 8, to Mr.
and Mrs. Daniel Bulgrien, Mooretown congregation, Mi.
Darland: Jonathan Maxwell, born Sept. 28,
to Paul and Karen Darland, Highland congregation, Oh.
Doutrich: Emily Susan, bom Aug. 8, to Mr.
and Mrs. Ray Doutrich, Fairland congregation.
Pa.
Draper: Kristen Sarah, bom Sept. 25, to Mr.
and Mrs. Warren Draper, Rosebank congregation, Ont.
Finkbiner: Jodi Beth, born Sept. 18, to
John and Beth (Lofthouse) Finkbiner. Rosebank
congregation, Ont.
Groff: Daryl Shawn, born Sept. 25, to Mr.
and Mrs. Paul Groff, Lancaster congregation.
Pa.
Heikes: Alicia Miriam Marie, bom Sept. 22,
to Harry and Jennifer Heikes, Cedar Grove
congregation, Pa.
King: David Matthew, born Sept. 6, to Mr.
and Mrs. Levi King, Fairland congregation, Pa.
Kramer: Jason Alexander, bom Aug. 6, to
Doug and Beth Kramer, Souderton congregation, Pa.
Martin: Gretchen Marie, btm Sept. 19, to
Mr. and Mrs. David Martin, Fairland congregation, Pa.
Newman: Renee Lynn, born Aug. 25 to
Rick and Lynda Newman, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.
Pollard: Alan Renee, born Sept. 30, to Mr.
and Mrs. Ken Pollard, Rosebank congregation,
Ont.
Ritchey: Gwen. bom Sept. 20, to Dennis

and Joanna Ritchey, Big Valley congregation,
Pa.
Rohrer: Fred Kenneth, bom Aug. 5, to Mr.
and Mrs. Fred Rohrer, Zion congregation, Ka.
Sider: Lavra Katherine, bom Oct. 9, to
Richard and Martha Sider. Grantham congregation, Pa.
Stuebing: Elizabeth Ann, bom Oct. 6, to
Richard and Kathleen Stuebing, Grantham congregation, Pa.
Thompson: Melanie Marie, bom Oct. 8, to
Mr. and Mrs. Rudy Thompson, Mooretown
congregation. Mi.
Tolene: Tagg Alan, bom Sept. 18, to Dale
and Valerie Tolene, Skyline View congregation,
Pa.
Trainor: Steven Roy Ervin, born Oct. 8, to
Mr. and Mrs. Leon Trainor, Mooretown congregation, Mi.
Willow: Christiana Marie, bom Sept. 12, to
Dean and Barbara Willow. Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Wolfe: Erin Leigh, born Oct. 13, to Glenn
and Sue Wolfe, Palmyra congregation. Pa.
Weddings

Chamberlin-Lehman: Bernice, daughter
of Mr. a n d M r s . R o b e r t L e h m a n ,
Chambersburg, Pa., and Darwin, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Lloyd Chamberlin, Waynesboro, Pa., Oct.
14, in the New Guilford Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Marlin Lehman, Rev. Menno
Sollenberger and Rev. Wilbur Besecker officiating.
C l e m e n t s - S w e e n e y : Donna Sue,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs Robert Sweeney, and
Jimmy Ray, son of Mr. and Mrs. Evell Clements,
both of Dayton, Ohio, Oct. 7, in the Phoneton
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. David P.
Buckwalter officiating.
Dixon-West: Denise, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert West, Massillon, Ohio, and Brian,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Dixon, Malvern,
Ohio, Oct 7. in the Westminster United
Presbyterian Church, Canton, Ohio, with uncle
of the bride. Rev. Gilbert Thomas, and Rev.
Donald Bartow officiating.
Krol-Engle: Peggy Diane, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Oliver Engle, Abilene, Ks„ and Eelke,
son of Ype Jan Krol, Lensden, Netherlands,
Aug. 5, in the home of the bride's parents with
uncle of the bride. Rev. A. V. Howland. officiating.
Miller-Reigel: Lorry Ann Reigel and
Richard Lee Miller, both of Harrisburg, Pa.,
October 14, at the Skyline View Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. John Schock officiating.
Poore-Engle: Janet Kay, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Delbert Engle, and Donald E„ son of
Donald E. Poore, Sr., and the late Mrs. Poore,
Oct. 14, in the Zion Brethren in Christ Church
with uncle of the bride, Rev. A. V. Howland, and
Rev. Paul Hess officiating.
Rutherford-Stump: Barbara, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Willard Stump, Canton, Ohio, and
Donald Rutherford, Williamsport, Pa., Oct. 7, in
the Chapel of the Lakes, Canton, with Rev.
Vemon Baily officiating.
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Montreal Lake Children's Home
Timber Bay, Sask.
C a m p Lakeview
Goodrich, M I /
Spring Lake Retreat
Wurtsboro, NY
Kenbrook Bible C a m p
Lebanon. PA

Life Line Mission |
San Francisco, CA

Messiah Village
Mechanicsburg, PA

Navajo Mission
Bloomfield, NM

Summer Service Seventy-eight
For the past twelve summers. Brethren in Christ young
people have volunteered to go in S u m m e r Service. They
have served in camping programs, at childrens' homes and
retirement centers, and at home mission points. The
enthusiasm and abilities of these young people have
matched well with the needs of these church-related
programs.
This year, twenty-four young people served at eight
locations across the U.S. and Canada. On these two pages,
they tell their own story in their own words.
Applications for S u m m e r Service start arriving in early
spring. (One application for summer, 1979, has arrived
already.) Those applying list a variety of reasons for
wanting to go in summer service:
I was part of the program last summer and it was really
great.
I want to develop my personality by stretching
myself
out into a situation like this, grow spritually by having to
depend on God more, and I just think it's a really
worthwhile
way to spend some of my
summer—
worthwhile for the person I'll be serving, too.
Not only do you meet new people and learn to relate to
young people, adults, and children better, but you learn to
know Christ a lot better.
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id learn true responsibility and how to cope with it,
which could help prepare me for future plans.
I need to be in more of a Christian atmosphere. When I
heard about summer service, I knew it was an answer to
prayer.
/ want to dedicate my summer to the Lord and what
better way than through the Summer Service
program.
After applications are in, S u m m e r Service director John
Yeatts sets to work screening applications and matching
the needs of service points with the interest and abilities of
volunteers. Soon, notices go out.
"Congratulations on your acceptance into the summer
service program. You will be serving at . . . during the
week of. . .
Once they arrive at their service location, young people
contribute in a number of ways. This Year's S. Ser's
reported doing kitchen work (preparing and serving food,
and cleaning up), painting, cleaning, making bread,
counseling, making hay, visiting and doing activities with
Messiah Villagers, doing odd jobs on maintenance, lawn
work, laundry; visiting in the community, and organizing
camp activities and crafts.
How do they feel about their weeks of service now that
they're back home again? Here's a sample of comments
received from summer service volunteers.
Evangelical Visitor

Summer Service Participants - 1978
(Volunteers are listed along with home congregations and places of service.)

Steve Alderfer
Highland Park Congregation-VA
Kenbrook Bible C a m p

Gail Hartman
Five Forks Congregation-PA
C a m p Lakeview

Silke Serzisko
Massey Place Congregation-Canada
C a m p Lakeview

Kelly Anderson
Massey Place Congregation-Canada
C a m p Lakeview

David Kanode
Air Hill Congregation-PA
Navajo Mission

Laura Smith
Upland Congregation-CA
Life Line Mission

Kimberly Bert
Mowersville Congregation-PA
Mile High Pines C a m p

Jeanne Kershaw
Upland Congregation-CA
Life Line Mission

Ramona Stoner
Morning Hour Chapel Congregation-PA
Kenbrook Bible C a m p

Cheryl Brubaker
Nappanee Congregation-IN
Mile High Pines C a m p

Karee Noel Krause
Bethel Community Congregation-M I
Messiah Village

Lois Strite
Air Hill Congregation-PA
Kenbrook Bible C a m p

Dale Brubaker
Van Lear Congregation-MD
Kenbrook Bible C a m p

Barb Niessen
Massey Place Congregation-Canada
C a m p Lakeview

Karen Stottlemyer
Five Forks Congregation-PA
C a m p Lakeview

Jan Byer
Upland Congregation-CA
Life Line Mission

Brenda Oldenkamp
Upland Congregation-CA
Life Line Mission

Coreena Weisel
Uniontown Congregation-OH
Messiah Village

Dawn Crider
Mowersville Congregation-PA
Spring Lake Retreat

Cindy Oswald
Paramount Congregation-MD
Camp Lakeview

Lisa Wiebe
Nappanee Congregation-IN
Mile High Pines

Becky Eyer
Upland Congregation-CA
C a m p Lakeview

Nancy Petermun
Wainfleet Congregation-Canada
C a m p Lakeview

Christian Eileen Weyer
Mechanicsburg Congregation-PA
Montreal Lake Children's Home

" M y experience with S u m m e r Service is one that will
remain in my mind as a treasured memory. It was
a different environment up at San Francisco than I was
used to, but I learned to try and accept people for who
they were, instead of what they looked like on the outside.
I had to learn to understand street kids and try and realize
what it might have been like to be raised in a big city. I
think most of all, I learned to appreciate the home I was
brought up in more than ever. My Christian heritage
became so precious to me. At home I often take my
parents and family for granted and never think twice
about how lucky I am. If for no other reason, I appreciated
S u m m e r Service because it opened my mind to the riches
I have within my reach because of having a Christian
home, having a church to worship at, and most
of all, having the privilege of knowing personally
such a wonderful and loving G o d . "

Jan Byer—Life Line Mission

"I really enjoyed S u m m e r Service. I met people I
will never forget, met friends I never want to lose and
learned to take greater responsibilities (which I
really needed)."

Coreena Weisel - Messiah Village

" I t ' s hard to believe how in a few weeks so many
things can change. Being in a new environment and meeting new people is one of the best experiences a
person could face when its accompanied with serving
the Lord. A S u m m e r Service experience means gaining new confidence in yourself and others; it
means learning to put your own feelings aside so you
can be open to others. But most of all, S u m m e r Service
gives you a chance to develop a closer relationship
with G o d . "

Dawn Crider - Spring Lake Retreat
November 25, 1978

" M y Summer Service experience I won't forget for
a long time. It was a great time of sharing and caring
for others' needs. The times of group prayer showed the
love between all the stafT members. Even the quiet one-toone talks with some of the stall were very fulfilling. I
personally learned how to show a greater love for people
and that prayer really changes the way you feel about
people. I saw how much prayer helps when you are working
in a group for the cause of showing Christ's love to all."

Dale Brubaker - Kenbrook Bible Camp

" M y S u m m e r Service experiences cannot be exchanged
or even expressed. I always had difficulty living the way
I knew I should. But, being around the young people
at this camp I saw how it could be done with embarrassment. The atmosphere there was so great! I wanted
to, and I hope I have, brought some of that home with me.
It's hard to explain that atmosphere. It was one of acceptance and love. Yeah! Love! That's what it was.
Everyone loved and cared for each other and wouldn't
purposely hurt anyone.
I haven't really said what I got out of it. I did get more
than a good time. I gained a lot of self-respect. I
came closer to the Lord. And I have a great desire for
living and for telling others of the goodness of the Lord."

Kim Bert - Mile High Pines Camp

"I went to C a m p Lakeview, Michigan, this summer. It
was such a good experience in many different ways.
I learned many new things about farming to take back
to California with me. I also learned how important
attitudes are, you can make the worst things look good
just by your attitude toward it. All in all I had a great time
and would recommend Summer Service to anyone
interested in growing in many ways."

Becky Eyer - Camp Lakeview
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Religious News
Henry Poettcker Inaugurated
As Seminary President
Henry Poettcker, the fourth president of
Mennonite Biblical Seminary since its
founding in 1945, was inaugurated October 20 in the Chapel of the Sermon on
the Mount on the seminary's campus in
Elkhart, Indiana.
Poettcker received his Ph.D. in New
Testament from Princeton Theological
Seminary in 1955. He served as president
of Canadian Mennonite Bible College in
Winnipeg, M a n i t o b a , 1959-78. From
1968-74 he served as president of the
General Conference Mennonite Church,
and has also held various other conference
positions. During one of two sabbatical
years he was acting dean at Bluffton (Ohio)
College, and during the other he was
visiting lecturer at theological colleges in
Taiwan.
Graham Arrives in Poland
The President of Poland's Ecumenical
Council quoted from G O O D N E W S F O R
M O D E R N M A N : " H o w wonderful is the
coming of those who bring good news."
This summarized the welcome of representatives of Orthodox, Catholic, and all
Protestant groups when evangelist Billy
Graham arrived at the Warsaw airport to
begin a 10-day preaching mission in six
cities.
Graham's first service was held in the
Warsaw Baptist Church, where he spoke
on a Saturday morning to a church full of
ministers and theological students on the
subject " H o w to Communicate the Gospel
in a Secular World." All denominations in
Poland were said to be represented.
The Warsaw Baptist Church was filled
to capacity with worshippers standing in
the aisles, in the doorways, and outside.
There were a number of Catholic nuns and
priests in the a u d i e n c e as G r a h a m
preached his basic message of salvation.
The evangelist illustrated the need for
people within the church to know Christ
personally by telling the story of a Catholic
priest who was riding a bus in the United
States. A woman asked the priest if he was
born again and the priest replied that he
was a priest. The woman, as Graham told
it, said "I didn't ask you that." The priest's
life was changed, and he was on the
platform in the Warsaw Baptist Church as
Graham told the story. The Reverend
Bronislaw Dembowski teaches the history
of philosophy in the Academy of Catholic
Theology in Warsaw.
The first Sunday service was held in a 4year-old Baptist Church in Bialystok,
about 20 miles from the Soviet border. The
crowd was so large that the service was
held outdoors and the worshippers stood
during the entire service. Some of them
had come from the Soviet Union and
Czechoslovakia, and before the preaching
mission was to end, representatives from
every Eastern European country except
Albania were expected.

14

NIV Sales
Over One Million
Pre-publication sales for the New International Version Bible have now reached
1,060,000 copies, according to Ronald N.
Haynes, Executive Vice President of Sales
of Zondervan Publishing House.
"This pre-publication sales figure is a
record for Zondervan, and certainly a
milestone for the publishing industry,"
remarked Haynes. "Selling one million
copies of any title is extraordinary, but to
realize that the millionth copy of the NIV
Bible has already been sold several weeks
before the official publication date of
October 27 is phenomenal." The New
Testament in the New International Version was published in 1973, and more than
two million copies have been sold.
Mother Teresa Awarded
$350,000 Balzan Prize
Mother Teresa of Calcutta will receive
the $325,000 Balzan Prize for
humanitarianism, peace and brotherhood
among nations for her dedicated service
among the "poorest of the poor."
The 1978 Balzan Prize winner was
selected by the General Prize Committee
of the E. Balzan International Foundation
which promotes culture, science and "the
m o s t m e r i t o r i o u s i n i t i a t i v e s of
humanitarianism, peace and brotherhood
throughout the world."
The 67-year-old Mother Teresa and
Sisters of her order own nothing personally
except the one white sari-like habit they
wear. Over the years. Mother Teresa and
her nuns have cared for thousands of
penniless families, ill and unwanted
children, orphans and lepers for recuperation care or shelter. The order has taught
thousands in her schools and treated
millions in her clinics.
Another "Born Again" Directory
Is Target of Criticism
The Memphis edition of Christian
Yellow Pages, a business directory for
"born-again Christians," received a new
blast of criticism this week.
"Fair-minded Christians will not endorse this enterprise," according to a
statement issued by Harry E. Moore Jr.,
state regional director for the National
Conference of Christians and Jews Inc.
"There is nothing Christian about it,"
Moore said. "In fact, it is an appeal to
prejudice—born-again Christians are
better than other people. I find the Christian Yellow Pages offensive precisely
because I am a born-again Christian."
Such directories have proliferated and
are now published in 34 states. The directories restrict advertisers to businesses
whose proprietors are willing publicly to
profess being "born-again Christians."
Some 40,000 of the 16-page Memphis
edition are reported to have been published
for distribution through mail, "Christian"
bookstores, and the offices of the advertisers.
W.R. Thomson of Modesto, Calif.,
national director of the Christian Yellow
Pages, said "it's being blown out of
proportion. We're simply publishing lists."

The latest to show interest in such a
concept is the grand dragon of the California Ku Klux Klan who says he intends to
publish a directory of businesses favorable
to the Klan.
Corrie ten Boom Released
From Hospital
Corrie ten Boom has been released from
the hospital following a stroke and is
making good progress. She has regained
nearly total use of her right arm and leg,
and therapists are confident her ability to
speak will return. Her new book, Don't
Wrestle, Just Nestle, will appear in
January. It is Corrie's answer to the "Age
of Anxiety" in which we live.
Americans' Economic Life Styles
Rapped as 'Murder by Privilege'
A noted evangelical social activist told a
conference of members of historic Peace
Churches meeting in Green Lake, Wis.,
that Americans "participate in murder by
privilege" through their economic life
styles. Dr. Ronald J. Sider, a former
associate professor of religion and history
at Messiah College (Grantham, Pa.),
presently on the faculty of Eastern Baptist
Seminary, and author of Rich Christians
in an Age of Hunger, made this assertion
in a Bible lecture at the "New Call to
Peacemaking" conference held here by
Brethren, Friends, and Mennonite groups
to discuss proposals for the future of
peacemaking.
The scholar, a member of the Brethren
in Christ, declared that "in the last 50
years, especially the last 20, the Brethren
in Christ, the Church of the Brethren, the
Mennonites and the Friends have moved
m o r e and m o r e into the e c o n o m i c
mainstream of our society. Unfortunately
it is not true that our society's wealth is
simply the result of God's blessing and our
hard work. To a significant extent, our
affluence depends on unjust economic
structures that make us rich and Latin
Americans hungry."
Dr. Sider also charged that "we have
talked about peace and then gladly enjoyed
the fruits of violence. Claiming to believe
that it is the peacemakers who are blessed,
we have to a terrible degree happily
accepted the benefits of a violent status
quo."
Baptist Leaders Protest
New Vatican Appointment
President Carter's decision to appoint
former New York City Mayor Robert
Wagner as his new personal representative
to the Vatican was criticized by James E.
Wood, Jr., executive director of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs,
and by Southern Baptist Convention President Jimmy R. Allen.
In San Antonio, Texas, where Allen
serves as pastor of First Baptist Church,
the Southern Baptist Convention president
expressed his continuing belief that the
practice of sending an envoy to the Vatican
is "unconstitutional and unwise."
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Woods
Arc V
The woods are wet today,
And golden brown with leaves
That tip from trees
And slowly flutter down,
Soggy and wet and dirty underfoot,
Deep red oaks and golden yellow maples
Copper brown the beech leaves glow
Against the sleek gray trunk.
A sudden breeze spurs by
And down they dance,
A whirling hail of leaves,
To settle lightly on the forest floor
And make a carpet
That will turn to dust and dirt
Before the year is over.
If I had leaves like that.
Delicate green, new in the spring,
Hardy deep green tree-food factories
All the summer long,
Revealing their fiery radiance in September
When all the green
Of health and vigor and strength is gone,
I wouldn't throw them down
Here in the mud ...
n

But God is rich.
My Father makes these lovely things,
Designs them in their splendid vast variety,
And throws them away
When He is done with them.
My body too
Is glorious and temporary;
Beyond belief in power and delicacy,
And destined to join these swirling brown-edged
leaves
Beneath the forest floor.
So let it be;
For Thou, my Father, hast adopted me
Forever.
As Thou, the Maker, art beyond the transience
Of the things that Thou hast made,
So Thou hast honored me,
Inviting me to join Thee
In Thy forever family—
An heir of God,
And fellow heir with Jesus.
Can it be?
Oh, Father, let it be!
—Dwight Paine
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Umsiedler families, those
emigrating from Russia to
Germany, are met and
befriended by an MCC
.
family, the
[W&k
Doerksens. $416
BggcRk
supports the
•Uf|rl|
Doerksens for
l one month.

Sunday school kits are used by
MCC school teachers in Nigeria, who
train their students to teach Sunday
school. $5 stuffs one kit with scissors,
crayons, pencils and paper.

Mennonite Disaster Service
crews are rebuilding and
repairing homes for rural
families, victims of North
Carolina floods last
t
November. $250 buys
£
repair supplies for one
.^L
home.

A school lunch program
provides balanced meals for
undernourished Egyptian
children. $10 allows
d
MCC to ship flour, meat
I
and milk for 2 3 2
school lunches.
t H i

Toys, crafts and books are
needed for gifts for children in
the orphanage at Recife.
Brazil. $3 buys a toy or book
for one child.

Lifework, a publication of MCC Peace
Section, explores contemporary
.peacemaking patterns for youth. $17
buys Lifework posters for 100 young
people.

Si*,

Rats are a major
a H
^
problem for Be^ B
bedo. Colombia.
families.
j
[ P
MENCOLDES.
•
M *
a ColomM
km
bian MenW f nonite de^
velopment agency, pays a
"
bounty on rats killed. $6
Bk
will pay the bounty for
E l
2 0 0 dead rats.

Y o u r C h r i s t m a s l i s t , that is.
As you add family members
to your giving list
save room for a brother or aunt
or nephew
or cousin in Christ.

MCC invites your family,
Sunday school, small group
and church to share
God's love
by choosing one or more
of these holiday projects.

Sugarcane
harvesters in Louisiana
need a regular income to
support their families.
!$75 a week supports an
employment
counselor.

Poor Indonesian
children would
attend school if they
were able. Your $8
scholarship sends one
child to school for one
year.

Mark your contributions
clearly for MCC,
specifying projects of your choice.
Gifts can be sent
through conference channels
or directly to MCC.

Mennonite Central Committee
21 South 12th Street
A k r o n . PA 1 7 5 0 1
or
2 0 1 - 1 4 8 3 Pembina H i g h w a y
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2 C 8

